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Among the Peace Organizations. 

On the evening of April 28 the Minneapolis Peace 
Society held its first public meeting since its organization 
on March 2, 1915. .The speaker was Dr. Hamilton 
Wright Mabie, whose recent return from the Orient gave 
to his address on "Peace in the Far East" the force of 
personal observations on conditions in Japan. An audi- 
ence of twelve hundred greeted Dr. Mabie in Plymouth 
Church, and frequent applause attested the intense in- 
terest of his auditors. At the close Dr. Cyrus Northrop, 
president emeritus of Minnesota University and presi- 
dent of the Minnesota Peace Society, made an eloquent 
appeal for the wider organization of those who agree that 
war should be replaced by international law. As a re- 
sult more than one hundred members were added that 
evening, thus doubling the membership of the new So- 
ciety. At an informal meeting in the private art gal- 
leries at the residence of T. B. Walker the Minneapolis 
section of the Minnesota Peace Society heard brief talks 
by Eev. J. E. Bushnell, Eev. James E. Freeman, Rabbi 
S. N. Deinard, and Miss Hope McDonald. No more 
beautiful place could have been chosen for talks on peace, 
for in these galleries are gathered from every clime 
superb specimens of what artists have wrought in days 
undisturbed by war. 

Pennsylvania Arbitration and Peace Society. 

The Pennsylvania Arbitration and Peace Society re- 
ports that the chief work of April was the campaign 
among school superintendents, principals, and teachers 
for the observance of Hague Day, May 18, in order that 
at least once a year school children in Pennsylvania may 
be brought to realize the great benefits to be realized 
through living peaceably with our national neighbors. 
In arranging the program this year the superintendent 
of the Philadelphia schools again co-operated and dis- 
tributed the program prepared by this Society to all of 
the schools in Philadelphia. In addition to the Phila- 
delphia schools, the schools of seventeen counties and 
twenty-three districts actively co-operated with the So- 
ciety, and suggested exercises were sent to each school, 
contrasting the hundred years of peace in America 
through preparation for peace and the titanic conflict 
now raging which is the outgrowth largely of the prepa- 
rations for war. 

Another special feature of the April work was the 
holding of the intercollegiate oratorical contest for the 
prizes offered by the Society. The contest was held this 
year at Juniata College, Huntingdon, on April 20. Mr. 
Clare Gerald Fenerty, of St. Joseph's College, Philadel- 
phia, won the first place and prize of $75; second place 
and prize of $25 going to Edgar Diehm, of Juniata 
College. 

As authorized at the last meeting of the board, a din- 
ner for clergymen was arranged at the University Club 
on April 17 as an entering wedge into the campaign in 
Philadelphia for a greater co-operation between the 
Peace Society and the churches in the extension of the 
educational work of the movement. There was a lively 
interest expressed by the ministers present in the work 
as outlined by Dr. Lynch, secretary of the Church Peace 
Union, and it was agreed by the ministers present to 
have prepared by a committee* to be named by Mr. White 
a letter to be signed by all those present, urging the co- 



operation of churches in advancing the cause of peace. 
Besides the meetings arranged in the cause of peace al- 
ready mentioned, the executive secretary addressed the 
students of the Taylor Business College, members of the 
Fox Chase Monday Club, a union meeting of churches 
at Wrightstown, and the high-school and woman's club 
at Kennett Square. As the result of the activities of the 
Woman's Peace Party, the Philomusian Club, of Phila- 
delphia, held a peace meeting on Monday, the 26th, ad- 
dressed by Mrs. Semple, of Titusville, and presided over 
by Mrs. Biddle. The sessions of the American Academy 
of Political and Soqial Science were of special interest 
to members of the Society because of the consideration 
of American interests as developing from, the European 



war. 



Massachusetts Peace Society. 



Three hundred and seventy-eight new members joined 
the Massachusetts Peace Society during the year just 
past. An average of fifty new members per month have 
joined during the past seven months. The withdrawals 
for the year numbered 148. Nearly three-fourths of 
those who withdrew had allowed their subscriptions to 
lapse previous to the beginning of the year. Allowing 
for this class of withdrawals and also for those member- 
ships terminated by death, it may be said that not more 
than 2~Y2 per cent of the members withdrew their sup- 
port of the work of the Society during the year. The 
membership of the Society on May 1, 1915', was 1,676. 

A meeting of the Worcester members of the Massachu- 
setts Peace Society was recently held in that city, and it 
was voted to organize a local branch. Prof. George H. 
Blakeslee, U. Waldo Cutler, and Robert K. Shaw were 
chosen as an organization committee. A special meeting 
in the interests of this movement was held in the high 
school of Commerce Hall on May 4. Mr. J. Russel 
Marble presided, and the principal speaker was Prof. 
Jay William Hudson, who discussed popular fallacies 
concerning the peace movement. 

The North Atlantic group oratorical contest of the 
Intercollegiate Peace Association was held at Clark Uni- 
versity, Worcester, April 30, the participants being the 
winners of the State contests in Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania. Freder- 
ick W. Wennerberg, a senior at Boston College, who won 
the first prize at the Massachusetts State contest, was the 
unanimous choice of the judges for first place, and will 
represent the North Atlantic States at the national ora- 
torical contest at Lake Mohonk. 

Massachusetts was represented at the annual meeting 
of the American Peace Society in Washington May 7 by 
Mrs. J. Malcolm Forbes, of the board of directors, Sec- 
retary Haskins, and Professor Hudson. 

Much favorable notice has been received regarding the 
new pamphlet series by Professor Hudson. Copies of 
these booklets have been widely distributed among the 
members of the Society and other peace organizations 
and have been sent to practically all newspapers and 
journals in Massachusetts and to leading publications 
throughout the country. 

Prof. Jay William Hudson addressed fifteen audiences 
during May, his engagements including the following: 
Essex County Pomona Grange, Newburyport; Harvard 
Union, at Cambridge; State Conference of Congrega- 
tional Churches, Providence, R. I.; a general assembly 
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of public-school children, Milton; Boston Normal 
School ; University of Missouri, and Missouri Federation 
of Women's Clubs, St. Joseph, Mo. 

A Peace Emergency Committee for Massachusetts is 
being organized by a representative group of men asso 1 
ciated with the churches, peace organizations, and other 
bodies. The aim of this committee is to influence public 
opinion throughout the State and make it ready for 
prompt and united action. Over sixty prominent citi- 
zens have accepted places on this committee, the first 
meeting of which was held recently in the Twentieth 
Century Club rooms in Boston. 

The Ninth National Oratorical Contest of the Inter- 
collegiate Peace Association was held at Mohonk Lake 
on Thursday, May 20. There were six contestants, 
each being the winner successively in three contests — 
college, state, and group. These six orations were 
judged the best of about 400, representing 24 States. 
Prizes in the present contest were provided, as usual, by 
the Misses Seabury, of New Bedford, Mass., as follows: 
First prize, $100; second, $80; third, $70; fourth, $60; 
fifth, $50, and sixth, $40. The prizes were awarded in 
the following order: "World Peace and Ideal Made 
Real," Frederick W. Wennerberg, Boston College ; "The 
City of Refuge," Wilford Booher, University of West 
Virginia; "The American Conquest of the World," N. 
Earle Pinney, University of Michigan ; "As it is Writ- 
ten," Roy Painter, Washburn College, Topeka, Kans.; 
"Apostle of Peace," W. W. Isles, University of Okla- 
homa; "A Proper Armament as a Guaranty of Peace," 
Clarence J. Young, Reed College, Portland, Ore. 

The prizes in the peace essay contest held by the 
Church Peace Union have been announced, and the first 
prize of $1,000 was awarded to Rev. G. G. Atkins, of 
Providence, R. I. The three prizes offered to theolog- 
ical students were won by men from Massachusetts, Illi- 
nois, and Oklahoma. The ten prizes to church members 
were all won by men from the States of California, Colo- 
rado, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, and Texas. 



Brief Peace Notes. 



. . . The work of the Cleveland World Court Congress 
is summed up in the following resolution, adopted unan- 
imously at the closing meeting : 

"It is clear to the world that existing institutions for 
the prevention of war need strengthening and enlarging. 

"There is no division of opinion as to the desirability 
of a true court of justice for the world. Such a court 
was projected under the name of a court of arbitral 
justice at the second Hague conference. The proposal 
was introduced jointly by Germany, Great Britain, and 
the United States, with the concurrence of all the great 
powers, and was unanimously adopted by the represen- 
tatives of the 44 participating nations. 

"The existence of a true court of international justice 
will not only tend to prevent strife, but will build up 
and widen the scope of international law by its decisions 
and by inviting the codification of certain departments 
of law. 

"The success of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in administering even-handed justice among the 
48 States composing the American Union, which States 
were originally sovereign entities, gives reasonable as- 



surance that a world court will promote the cause of 
justice between nations, strong and weak. 

"In the light of the above, the World Court Congress 
views with great satisfaction the part which the Govern- 
ment of the United States played in initiating the 
project at The Hague and the earnest support it has 
given to it since, and urges upon the administration the 
high importance of using its utmost endeavor to bring 
the court into being and into effective operation at the 
earliest possible moment. 

"Inasmuch as it is the desire of this Congress that 
persistent effort shall be made to realize the project of 
a world court, be it 

"Resolved, That the Committee of 100 of this Con- 
gress be continued, with power to act as a committee or 
through its constituted officers." 

. . . Under the auspices of the American and Cana- 
dian Peace Centenary committees, a transcontinental 
tour to San Francisco-has been arranged for the month 
of July. There will be a celebration of the centenary 
of peace at San Francisco July 19 to 21; this as orig- 
inally planned was to occupy a week, but owing to the 
European war the arrangements have been somewhat 
changed. The party will leave New York on the first 
of July, going via Denver, Salt Lake City, and Los An- 
geles to San Diego, arriving in San Francisco on July 
18. Leaving on July 23, the trip will be continued 
through Portland, Seattle, Victoria, and Vancouver to 
the Canadian Rockies, closing at Calgary on July 21. 

. . . Governor Ferris, of Michigan, designated May 18 
as Peace Day. The proclamation read in part as fol- 
lows: 

"We now spend $290,000,000 a year on preparedness for 
war. Isn't this the time to spend 1 per cent of this amount 
on the preparedness for peace? Therefore I ask that the 
people of Michigan set apart Tuesday, May 18, as Peace 
Day. Let the Grand Army of the Republic, the Spanish- 
American War Veterans, the Woman's Relief Corps, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the Sunday schools, 
the churches, the fraternal organizations, and the people 
generally hold such exercises -as will stir the emotions of 
love and good-will toward all men." 

. . . The French Minister of the Interior has planned 
various institutions to meet present necessities due to 
the ravages of war. It has already organized an insti- 
tution for the reception and education of those blinded 
by the war, schools for cripples are being orgai.< v/.cA, and 
efforts are being made to solve as soon as possible the 
problems of those who contract tuberculosis in the war. 
A society for the re-education of cripples has been 
formed at Pau. The purpose of the society comprises 
gratuitous provision of apparatus for alleviating the in- 
firmities resulting from mutilations; the re-education 
of cripples by theoretical instruction and by practical 
work. The society will receive and maintain at Pau 
wounded and crippled men who wish to learn a trade; 
food and lodging, as well as mechano-therapeutic care, 
will be given free. The establishment of a similar school 
at Bordeaux is under consideration. 

... In a letter from Paris to the American Medical 
Association we are told that "the minister of war has 
decided to draw up for the present war medico-surgical 
statistics analogous to those which were drawn up for 
the Crimean and Italian wars. The material will be 
obtained from statistical bulletins, of which each one 



